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The NT Intervention
The Northern Territory Emergency Response Bill 
2007 (the NT Intervention) was passed by the 
Australian Federal Government on 21st June 2007 in 
the wake of the Little Children Are Sacred Report 
(LCASR). The report claimed high levels of child 
sexual abuse in 45 Aboriginal communities and 
highlighted the failure of governments over decades 
to provide basic services to address the growing 
problems in health, rehabilitation and education.

The Intervention required the suspension of the racial 
Discrimination Act in the NT and purported to 
address the concerns of the LCASR in 73 Aboriginal 
communities, now extended to 98. In the 500+ 
pages of the NTER Bill, the word child is unused. 
“Emergency response” measures of the Intervention 
included:

•Compulsory acquisition of prescribed Aboriginal land 
under 5 year leases
•The removal of the Community Development 
Employment Program (CDEP) resulting in the loss of 
over 7500 community jobs
•Compulsory income management (IM), to ALL 
Aboriginal people in prescribed areas. 
•Alcohol Restrictions imposing large fines for 
possession in restricted areas
•The establishment of Government Business Managers 
(GBM) in each community

Income management
IM delivers half of welfare payments on the 
‘BasicsCards’ which can only be used in certain stores 
or to pay bills. This is humiliating and disempowering 
for many Indigenous people as they do not have 
control of their finances and it often hinders interstate 
travel associated with cultural practice. Malcom Fraser 
said “there is an absence of equality and respect, 
which is especially demonstrated by the continuing 
policies of income management. I can imagine no 
policy more demeaning to any person”. It also costs 
$4500 per person per year to administer IM. 

Community Development Employment 
Projects
The government has cut an estimated 8000 jobs 
held through CDEP to just 2400 which will be 
progressively cut back and abolished completely in 
July 2012.

Government Business Managers
Government Business Managers have 
extraordinary powers, able to seize control of 
all property and assets owned by Aboriginal 
organisations within communities.  Consideration 
of cultural practice and customary law in criminal 
sentencing for NT offences has also been 
removed.

The real story about child protection
After decades of institutional neglect, government 
has finally woken up to the scale of the problems 
faced by children in remote communities; 
commissioned the good advice of experts and 
researchers; and ignored them, heading off in a 
wrong direction which they cannot prove has had 
any positive effect on the circumstances of those 
children.

All but two of the 97 recommendations of 
the LCASR were ignored. Pat Anderson, 
co-author of the LCASR stated “there is no 
relationship between the Federal [NTER] and 
our recommendations.” She continued in a later 
interview, “I would appeal to the Prime Minister 
to stop. Please stop, don't proceed, just stop… talk 
to Aboriginal leaders and work out a much more 
appropriate way to proceed.” 

Abuse of human rights
The Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association, 
Canberra, ACT released a Health Impact 
Assessment of the NTER stating that:

 “external governance leadership and control” 
...continues next page 

Derogatory signs placed outside of “prescribed 
communities” ban pornography and alcohol
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We are working with Indigenous leaders, unions 
and campaign groups throughout Australia to build 
a national campaign against the Intervention and 
stand up for Indigenous rights more generally. 
DARC wants a broad-based campaign that is open 
to all individuals, indigenous and non-indigenous 
that agree with our basic aim to roll back the 
Intervention and support Indigenous rights.

For more information call Anna: 0423 580 217 or 
email: darc@thna.me
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and “compulsory income management” could 
potentially have “profound long term impacts on 
psychological health, social health, wellbeing and 
cultural integrity”

In May 2011 Navi Pillay, the UN High 
Commissioner for Human rights, visited Darwin 
and condemned the Intervention for causing 
“enormous anger, pain and humiliation”. She 
said the policy was discriminatory and she had 
heard first hand about the “imperialist attitude” of 
Intervention bureaucrats.

Bilingual education
Article 14.1 of the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous People states: “Indigenous 
peoples have the right to establish and control their 
educational systems and institutions providing 
education in their own languages, in a manner 
appropriate to their cultural methods of teaching 
and learning.” 

Australia is a signatory to this declaration and yet 
the Northern Territory government has ended 
bilingual education resulting in children loosing 
their traditional language - some of the oldest 
continuously spoken languages on the planet.

Darwin ARC recognises the importance and value 
of Aboriginal languages to people’s identity and 
culture. We oppose the Territory government’s 
continuing insistence that the first four hours of the 
school day must be in English, and that Aboriginal 
students’ mother tongues be simply “scaffolding” for 
learning English. 

The draft new policy, released in August this year, 
continues  the 2009 bilingual education ban, falls 
short of international best practise approaches to 
learning an additional language, and is another 
attack on Aboriginal people’s right to preserve and 
practice their culture and language.

The Hub Towns model
In 2008 the NT Government introduced a 
“homelands policy” reforming local government 
to establish eight super-shires. 20 communities 
were selected by government as “Hub Towns” for 
ongoing investment as resources are stripped from 
homelands. As a result communities lost control 
over local community management; bank accounts 
were frozen and equipment such as road graders 
and buses were seized and transferred to the Shires. 

Changes to welfare
The government recently passed the Social Security 
and Other Legislation Bill 2010 extending welfare 
quarantining methods such as the Basics Card 
to individuals on welfare payments who are from 
designated areas throughout Australia and are 
deemed “vulnerable”.

Only a few non-indigenous people have been 
affected by the roll out in the NT intervention 
and institutionalised racism means that it is a lot 
easier for them to appeal and regain control of their 
finances. 

Welfare quarantining had already been extended 
into Bankstown (NSW), Shepparton (Vic), Playford 
(SA), Logan and Rockhampton (QLD).This was 
supposed to overcome the obvious racism when 
IM applied to only to communities on Aboriginal 
land. But 94% of people on IM in the NT are still 
Indigenous and 75% of people granted exemption 
are non-indigenous. 

www.DarwinAboriginalRights.wordpress.com

The BasicsCard forces Indigenous people to queue in 
seperate lines from non-Indigenous people in shops


